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INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS

We encourage you to review the available projects listed under the School of Population Health themes in this booklet. 
We then invite you to contact the academic supervisor responsible for the project to discuss the research project in 
more detail. 

ABOUT THE SCHOOL OF POPULATION HEALTH
The School of Population Health is one of four schools within the Faculty of Health Sciences, and was formed in a 
recent merger of the Schools of Public Health and Psychology. We teach and conduct cutting edge, world-class 
research across six themes: Nutrition and Dietetics, Occupation, Environment and Safety, Health Economics and Data 
Analytics, Health Promotion and Sexology, Mental Health Psychology, and General Psychology. The breadth these 
themes provide, gives opportunities for the School to excel in cross-disciplinary, end-user focused research.

The research undertaken within the School has an international outlook supported by a network of strong 
relationships with universities across Southeast Asia and Europe, making us an attractive destination for international 
students wanting to pursue education in public health. 

WELCOME

ABOUT HONOURS
The Public Health honours is a specialised year of study for those students who have demonstrated a high level of 
academic achievement in their undergraduate degree. The honours year offers an opportunity to immerse yourself 
in a research topic under the expert guidance of an academic supervisor, providing you with advanced training in 
contemporary approaches to health research. 

If you have performed well in your undergraduate studies, have a capacity for defining and solving problems, enjoy 
discussing concepts, and exploring ideas, we encourage you to apply for honours. 

Honours has the ability to improve your employment opportunities, as many  prospective employees view honours as 
an indicator of advanced skills and knowledge and an ability to work independently. The completion of an honours year 
shows that you have persistence, the ability to apply yourself to achieving a complex goal, and are able to manage 
your time when presented with a large task to complete independently. 

Public Health honours students are a select group.  If you are successful in your application, we look forward to 
welcoming you to our stimulating, supportive and growing research community.

YOUR HONOURS COORDINATOR





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



PROJECT TITLE 

Greenwashing and Tobacco Companies 

SUPERVISOR/S & CONTACT DETAILS 
Primary Supervisor: Prof Jonine Jancey- j.jancey@curtin.edu.au Secondary Supervisor: 
Kahlia McCausland - k.McCausland@curtin.edu.au 

PROJECT BACKGROUND & OBJECTIVES 

Greenwashing is a misleading marketing practice used by companies or organisations to make 
their products, services, or overall business appear more environmentally friendly or sustainable. 
The term "greenwashing" is a blend of "green" (referring to environmentalism or eco-friendliness) 
and whitewashing" (referring to glossing over negative information). 

The purpose of greenwashing is to attract environmentally conscious consumers and improve the 
company's public image without necessarily implementing substantial changes in their practices 
or operations. By creating a false perception of eco-friendliness, these companies hope to boost 
sales, increase brand loyalty, and gain positive media coverage. There are various ways in which 
greenwashing can occur: misleading labels and claims, incomplete information; distraction from 
real issues; emphasising a single positive environmental initiative while diverting attention away 
from more significant environmental problems associated with the company; and 
unsubstantiated claims. 

Transnational tobacco companies (e.g., Phillip Morris International, British American Tobacco, 
Japan Tobacco International, Imperial Brands and Altria) are keen to position themselves as 
responsible corporations who care about the environmental sustainability. 

This study aims to identify greenwashing by tobacco companies exploring their social media 
accounts, such as LinkedIn and Twitter 

EXAMPLE PAPER THAT REFLECTS THE PROJECT / TOPIC 

Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 2023. Greenwashing by business in Australia 
- Findings of the ACCC's internet sweep of environmental claims. Located at
https://www.accc.gov.au/system/files/Greenwashing%20by%
20businesses%20in%20Australia.pdf

Tobacco Tactics: Greenwashing (Bath University) https://tobaccotactics.org/ 
article/greenwashing/ 

GENERAL METHODOLOGICAL SUMMARY 
Predominantly qualitative: literature review and content analysis 

APPROPRIATE FOR A PSYCHOLOGY HONOURS STUDENT? 
Yes 

ETHICS 
Does not require ethics approval (does not involve humans or animals) 

ESSENTIAL SKILLS / PRE-REQUISITE / REQUIREMENTS OF STUDENT 

Sound verbal and written communication skills, an interest in qualitative/ quantitative research 
and an ability to learn how to use data analysis software such as SPSS.  

NUMBER OF STUDENTS FOR PROJECT 
1 

mailto:j.jancey@curtin.edu.au
mailto:k.McCausland@curtin.edu.au
http://www.accc.gov.au/system/%EF%AC%81les/Greenwashing%20by%25
http://www.accc.gov.au/system/%EF%AC%81les/Greenwashing%20by%25
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Contact

Professor Jonine Jancey

PHHonours@curtin.edu.au

School of Population Health 
Faculty of Health Sciences
Curtin University 

PO Box U1987
Bentley Western Australia 6845

Tel: +61 8 9266 3807
Web: curtin.edu.au
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